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Kaga-Jlshl, Kanazawa's shishi-mai, involve large, showy heads and the body.
Another distinctive feature of Kaga-Jishi is bo-furi, a type of performance
incorporating martial arts techniques with sticks, swords, halberds, sickles and
chains, and other “weapons” all generally made out of wood, ultimately used to
strike down the shishi, lion.

The origins of Kaga-Jishi are not clearly known, but it is suspected that these
performances began during middle or later of the Edo era (1603~1868). Toward
the end of the Edo era, they rapidly grew in popularity, and records show that
various towns were shishi-mai rivals at the festival held to celebrate the

establishment of Utatsuyama Tenmangu Shrine, in the mid-to-late 1860s.
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